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Introduction to the epistle to the Hebrews
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Date: 63-64 AD

Written from: Italy

To: The Hebrews

Who are the Hebrews?
Christians who were of Jewish origin

Why it was written?

The Jews who became Christians were
subjected to persecution from their Jewish
brothers, so Paul wrote to confirm them in the

faith and support them in their spiritual struggle.

Paul writes to these Hebrews because they were
thinking of converting to Judaism amidst
temptations from the Jews to accept them back
into the temple and restore their dignity.

» 63-64 17
Ly 2 (e A giSa
sl 2l

) pand)

3562 Jual ()5S ) Caaal)

eCuiS Jalal

by ) 3 ggal) (e Cpmasesa ) g Jla () (e
i g Glady) (o agiily GiiS (3 ggal) agl i) (e
> abdlgas 8

o oS 158 ag Y il ) £V S (il 5
gl ol 3 94l e Cile) &) Jan g A3 ggall 1Y)

P L) 35 JSied) 8 4l



(§ko Slog sl golasl b douia
(ol i oy sl ol vl el ) 38 vl
(iloud! doul) guli o) (iSMally puasal) Sl o)
(alowd! golad¥) JI Jssal) pblall oo (w509 2ussall) Ul 2o
(olosdl) s ol 2loncd (E9og uamaal]) @I gl
(olgal) pie Gl v (0919 awsoll) ol 2lowsdl
(fsoli Lluog) pe G 2ol (il Colo) poolua s




DIVISIONS OF THE EPISTLE AND ITS CONTENTS

St. Paul declares what we have received in the Lord Jesus, the
Sacrifice and Priest, through its comparison with the blessings and the
privileges that the Jews have obtained in the Old Testament. Hence,
his epistle addressed the following topics:

1. Christ and the prophets Ch. 1:1-3
2. Christ and the angels Ch.1:4-14, Ch. 2
3. Christ and Moses Ch. 3

4. Christ and Joshua Ch. 4

5. Christ and Aaron Ch. 5

6. Talks about faith Ch. 6

7. Christ and Melchizedek Ch. 7

8. Christ, the Heavenly High Priest Ch. 8

9. The Heavenly ministry Ch. 9

10. Entry into heavenly holies Ch. 10
11. Faith Ch. 11
12. Strive Ch. 12

13. Concluding commandments Ch. 13



1 Therefore, since a promise
remains of entering His rest,
let us fear lest any of you
seem to have come short of
it. 2 For indeed the gospel
was preached to us as well
as to them; but the word
which they heard did not
profit them, not being mixed
with faith in those who
heard it.
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a promise of entering His rest: God
promised eternal rest to believers.

He have come short of it : that is, he did
not get it.

God promised his people in ancient
times to enter the Promised Land, and
not all of the people fulfilled this
promise because most of them who
complained and refused to enter fell and
died in the Sinai wilderness. The
Messenger warns us of the need to be
careful lest we do not receive God’s
promise of comfort like those who did
not enter.
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Verse 2: The word: God’s promise
and good news to his people in
ancient times about entering the
Promised Land.

The Apostle Paul warns us that we
have heard the good news of Christ
the Savior, just as the Jews in
ancient times heard the good news
of entering the Promised Land, but
most of them did not enter due to
their lack of faith and complaining
about Moses, so they died in the
wilderness.
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There are 3 types of rest:

1. God's rest is on the Sabbath,
which is God's rest when He
accomplished the salvation of man
on the seventh day of creation.

2. The people entered the land of
rest under the leadership of Joshua.
This earthly rest is a symbol of the
heavenly rest in heavenly Canaan.
3. Our entry into eternal rest in
Christ Jesus is the secret of our
rest, and their entry into Canaan is a
symbol of it.
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We believers enter eternal rest
because of our faith in Christ, but
the ancient people of Israel did not
enter the Promised Land due to
their lack of faith, even though God
had completed the creation of
everything before He created man.
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The Jews did not enjoy rest on the
Sabbath because:

1- They understood rest to mean
ceasing to work, not doing good.

2- They did not believe in Christ the
Savior, who is the Lord of the
Sabbath and the Giver of true rest.

God prepared rest for His people in
Canaan and called them to it, but
there were those who failed to reach
it, due to lack of faith. God has
prepared for us a rest in heaven, so
let us be careful so that we do not
fail and lose it.
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Some must enter it: Believers in
Christ.

Those who were preached first: The
Jews who were invited by Moses to
enter the Promised Land and who
were rejected because of their lack of
faith

Believers in Christ will enter the
heavenly kingdom, but the children of
Israel, whom God called to enter the
Promised Land as a symbol of
entering the kingdom of heaven - they
complained and did not obey God -
they did not enter.
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8 For if Joshua had given them rest,
then He would not afterward have
spoken of another day.

Paul affirms that if the true rest in the
land of Canaan was at the hands of
Joshua, David would not have
spoken about another rest that we
enter through faith in Christ if we hear
the good news about him.

There is another rest for the people
of God, which is neither the Sabbath
nor the land of Canaan, and it is the
eternal rest that the new people of
God obtain, that is, the believers in
Christ the Savior.
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10 For he who has entered His rest
has himself also ceased from his
works as God did from His.

The first one to complete his work was
Christ, and his work was redemption
and the cross, after which he entered
into this rest as the first fruits. We begin
to enter this rest the moment we believe
in Christ, and it will be completed in
eternity. Just as God rested after
creation, so the Son rested after the

renewal of creation through redemption.

The believer in Christ who enters into a
happy eternity enjoys true comfort,
such as the comfort that God feels after
completing the creation of the world,
which is spiritual comfort.
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11 Let us therefore be diligent to
enter that rest, lest anyone fall
according to the same example of
disobedience.

True comfort is in Christ the
Savior, who gives it to us in the
heavens. Let us strive spiritually
to abandon every sin and adhere
to faith and a life of
righteousness, so that we will
have a place in heaven. We do not
fall into disobedience to God’s
commandments, as the Jews
disobeyed in the past, but rather
we learn from their lack of faith.
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13 And there is no creature hidden
from His sight, but all things are
naked and open to the eyes of Him
to whom we must give account.

The Word of God has the ability to
discern what is hidden within the
soul. Christ is the Word of God,
who searches hearts and kidneys.
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14 Seeing then that we have a
great High Priest who has passed
through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. 15 For we do not have
a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses,
but was in all points tempted as
we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us
therefore come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.
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14 Seeing then that we have a
great High Priest who has passed
through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession.

In the OT, the high priest used to
enter with blood and pass into the
Holy of Holies to make atonement
for the people, and this was a
symbol of Christ.

Confession: faith in Christ.
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15 For we do not have a High
Priest who cannot sympathize
with our weaknesses, but was in
all points tempted as we are, yet
without sin.

Which encourages us to cling to
faith, that is, our Christ is not a
god far from us, but rather he was
incarnate and endured suffering
like us in order to make us feel
close to us and compassion for
our weakness, and at the same
time he is without sin, meaning he
is able to save us from it.
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16 Let us therefore come boldly to
the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.

The Apostle Paul encourages us to
be bold and confident in
approaching our great God, not
only God who sits on His throne,
but also who pours His grace upon
us because He loved us and died
for us, to forgive us for our sins, to
support us with His mercy at all
times, and to give us His help in
every distress in which we turn to
Him.
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